Kalamazoo Central High School
2012-2013
Acting for the Stage I
Mr. Barrett  
Theatre/Forensics/Debate
337-0330 ext. 507
Email: barrettcm@kalamazoo.k12.mi.us 

Course Description:  (1 trimester  -  0.5 credit)
Students study acting fundamentals & techniques by exploring movement, characterization and vocal techniques.  Students will be expected to move and work solo, in partners, and in ensemble settings to create theatrical performances dealing with memorized and rehearsed scenes and monologues. In deepening the students understanding with acting, he/she will be expected to know and use theatrical vocabulary, create scripts, participate physically, vocally, and emotionally, and work collaboratively providing positive criticism to the rehearsal process.  Grades will be based off student’s self-evaluations, quizzes, commitment to work, and their performances.  Outside of class, opportunities include auditioning for the School Play and Musical, Forensic Team, Stage Crew as well as the opportunity to audition for the school’s Improv Team.  Mandatory attendance for a theatrical performance will be required during the term of the class.  
Course Objectives:

*Student will be able to…

1. Explore movement, emotion, and rhythm to develop self-awareness of body.

2. Use a variety of vocal dynamics to heighten articulation while utilizing the actor’s diaphragm for proper breath control.  

3. Apply acting techniques and methods to enhance performance value.

4. Analyze the dimensions of character found in dramatic texts.

5. Create character, setting, and conflict within given circumstances.  

6. Engage in the artistic rehearsal process as an ensemble member. 

7. Write, research, rehearse, and audition monologues in front of an audience.

8. Design concepts about costumes, setting, lighting, and sound elements into a production.

9. Create dynamic stories using movement, pantomime, and gestures.

10. Evaluate self and others’ artistic and collaborative efforts.
11. Read & Perform plays & scripts to gain a further knowledge of Plot Development, Characterization, the Rehearsal Process, & Stage Movement.  
12. Attend 1 Live Theatre Performance during the semester and write a 2 page critique on the Acting within the performance.  Due: 1 week before the end of the Trimester.
Textbook and Other Materials:  

· Stage and School  (textbook)

· Study Potential Plays

· Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman 

· Tennesse William’s The Glass Menagerie    

· August Wilson’s The Piano Lesson
· Flash drive to SAVE ALL portfolio work, playwriting.  

· A Journal: for notes, responses, production work, and self-reflection

· Clothes that allow student to participate in physical explorative movement.

Course Outline:  
Unit 1: Pantomime/Movement

Estimated duration: 1-2 weeks

Activities/Ideas: Pantomime, believable action, improv, ensemble work
Unit 2: Voice/Diction

Estimated duration: 1-2 weeks
Activities/Ideas: Tongue twisters, breath control exercises, poetry
Unit 3: Motivation

Estimated duration: 2 weeks
Activities/Ideas: Gibberish Scenes, Beginning Scene work (neutral), acting techniques, playwriting, character motivation
Unit 4: Play Analysis

Estimated duration: 3 weeks

Activities/Ideas: Read a play (Dramatic or Comedic), study plot structure, character analysis, ground plan, blocking, objectives, obstacles and tactics.

Unit 5: Monologues

Estimated duration: 4 weeks

Activities/Ideas: Epiphany or magazine monologues, beats, mood shifts, climactic moments, levels, subtext, focal points, self-evaluation 
End of Trimester – Audition: Performance Monologues (2 Contrasting Pieces)
Evaluation/ Grading Criteria:   
Standards-Based Grading:  
Assignments/Course Work- 20%
Homework- 20%
Quizzes- 20%   

Performance Assessments- 40%

Common Growth Assessment/FINAL- 20%

Classroom Expectations:

1. P.R.O.  Behavior  -- [PREPARED. RESPECT. OWNERSHIP.]

a. Prepared

i. Having required materials

ii. Be in class on time with all materials

iii. Having personal needs taken care of before bell.

b. Respect

i. Acting listening

ii. Be open and courteous to others ideas/beliefs/questions

iii. Use positive language and gestures.  Tolerate differences.

c. Ownership

i. Take responsibility for own actions

ii. Show pride by keeping the classroom clean.  

2.  Follow the Student’s Handbook guidelines.

3. All Students are expected to wear their IDs everyday in order to enter and participate in class. 

4. Arrive to class on time. Standing outside the door and rushing in after the bell has begun to ring will constitute a tardy. You must be INSIDE at a desk, ready to participate in journal, reading directions, or warm-up. 
5. Begin the ‘start up’ activity immediately after the tardy bell. Directions & objectives will be presented on the overhead or projector. Please do not wait for me to remind you to begin since I need to take roll and attend to other duties for the first few minutes of the period. 
6. Attend to personal needs before coming to class. Take care of all of all locker issues before class, remember, NO backpacks will be allowed in class. Plus, passes will NOT be issued the 1st ½ hour of class and last 15 minutes.  
7. No candy, gum, or other food in class unless you have been given special permission. School sponsored sales will be permitted during the last 5 minutes of class IF we are finished with the lesson and permission is granted. Be sure to ask first. 
8. Bring required materials every day unless you are otherwise directed.  Materials such as: debate handbooks, packets, pencils, homework, etc. 
9. Talk only when permitted. Listening will prevent a multitude of errors.  Quiet talking must guide group discussions and questions must be addressed with a raised hand, unless we conduct class discussions in a ‘popcorn’ fashion. I expect compliance and your full support in focusing on the tasks at hand. 
10. Due to the nature of Public Speaking in the course using polite speech is extremely important:  No offensive or foul Language will be accepted. Let’s keep the language positive and display an extensive use of vocabulary to express ourselves. Unkind teasing and impolite behavior is unacceptable. 
11. Supportive Audience Etiquette must be displayed towards all speakers regardless if you agree with them or not.  This means we respect them by questioning their ideas or just listening, not make personal attacks.  
12. Do not cheat. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Stealing or using other people’s work as your own is NOT cool and weak-minded. You’re smarter than that. Both the student who shares his work for an independent assignment AND the person who copies it will suffer the same consequences. Brilliance does take effort.
13. Follow the teacher's directions immediately. During transitions I will raise my hand or do a clap in order to give further directions which will signify our need to: Freeze, Put eyes on teacher, and Listen! Keep me happy and I'll do a better job for you! 
14. Hide all electronic equipment such as cell-phones and Mp3 players. They will NOT be seen or heard unless you want your administrator to hold them for you.  
15. Listening is the secret component to successful development. Always strive to do and be your best.
Make-up Policy:  

He/she is responsible for seeking out missed work after class, during ‘down time,’ after school, during lunch, or getting notes from a classmate. In order to ‘make-up’ an assignment, quiz, or test due to an absence the student needs to schedule with the teacher an appropriate time to finish or get the work. Consult Mr. Barrett’s website.  Homework turned in late will be penalized but accepted—for every day a ½ grade is dropped.  Students are allowed to ‘re-take’ a previously poor quiz or test to improve their score; although, she/he needs to schedule the time.  
Disciplinary Action:

Not following the class expectations will result in 1st a warning, 2nd a detention for behavior issues with a phone call home, [or, if it is a device it will be confiscated for the remainder of the day] and if a detention does not remedy the situation a referral will be issued.  Student is responsible for missed work. Daily repeated offenses will result in a skipped warning.  Always, the discretion is left up to the teacher for the appropriate consequence depending on the level of offense made by the student.        

Academic Integrity:

To plagiarize is to "take the ideas, writings, etc. from another and pass them off as one's own" (Webster 570). If you just copy another's work, you are not really working at all, you are not learning anything, you are not processing the information in any way. In fact, you are just copying.  Students need to translate what ‘other sources’ are saying in order to support their own ideas by citing their sources correctly to avoid participating in ‘academic dishonesty.’  If caught cheating, consequences range from failure of the work in question to loss of credit.  
Exams: 
End of Course Exam (EOC) will consist of a Final show, performance, portfolio, and self-evaluation.  It will count as 20% of your final grade. 

After reading, please acknowledge course expectations by signing and dating this syllabus.   Thank you.  Please email any questions or concerns.  

[Student Signature]

[Parent or Guardian Signature]

Parent Email: __________________________________

& Phone # ____________________________________
Thank you,

Mr. Barrett
