Barrett Rules------------------------------------------
1. Always strive to do and be your best.  Participate to the fullest of your ability -- community growth depends on the inclusion of every individual voice.  It’s okay to make mistakes; they’re part of the learning process. Take a chance and you just might learn something new.  

2.  Respect the classroom community.  Listen actively -- respect others when they are talking. Do not interrupt the teacher or another student when he or she is speaking, performing, or presenting.  Differences of opinion are welcome in the learning environment; however, name-calling, insults, and foul language are un-acceptable. Be conscious of body language and nonverbal responses -- they can be as disrespectful as words. 
3. Be honest in your work.  Speak from your own experience instead of generalizing ("I" instead of "they," "we," and "you"). The goal is not to agree -- it is to gain a deeper understanding. Plagiarism and cheating not only rob you of a learning experience, but also rob someone else of their ideas and hard work.  I expect all work to be yours and yours alone. .  

4. Create and keep a clean atmosphere.  Avoid harming any school property including the classroom desks, materials, and books in the classroom while always maintaining a clean area.  I will also not touch or mess with other people’s property.  

5. Go P.R.O. Be Prepared to learn, Respect others, & take Ownership for your actions.  
Breach of Contract:
If the Rule is Broken Once: The teacher conferences with the student. Student makes choices to fix problem and creates solutions to avoid continued behavior.
If the Rule is Broken Twice: A detention will be issued, a notice to parent(s), student writes a note to their parent, and a behavior journal is started.  
If the Rule is Broken a 3rd Time: Parent is informed of previous inappropriate behaviors, a detention, and a behavior plan will be set in place: for instance a new seating location, etc.   
If the Rule is Broken a 4th Time: A referral resulting in a possible in-school or out of school 1 day suspension.  Conference.  
**Based on the severity of a student’s action—I allow myself the discretions to increase disciplinary methods earlier or later.   
1. Come to class on time. Standing outside the door and rushing in after the bell has begun to ring will constitute a tardy. You must be INSIDE the door when it begins ringing to be counted on time. 

2. Begin the start up activity within 1 minute after the tardy bell. Directions will be on the projection screen or the board. Please do not wait for me to remind you to begin since I need to take roll and attend to other duties for the first few minutes of the period. When I begin class, directions for the start up may be taken down, so don't delay. 

3. Attend to personal needs before coming to class. I have been instructed not to give passes to lockers and to limit passes, so please do not ask for a pass unless you have a true emergency. 

4. Remain in your assigned seat unless you have permission to get up . Throw scraps away at the end of the period on your way out. 

5. Do not eat candy or other food in class unless you have been given special permission. School sponsored sales will be permitted during the last 5 minutes of class IF we are finished with the lesson and permission is granted. Be sure to ask first. 

6. Bring required materials every day unless you are otherwise directed. 
7. Talk only when permitted.Be aware of the situation since quiet talking is allowed in some situations and speaking to the entire group without raising your hand may be allowed in others. I will remind you once and expect compliance. 

8. Use polite speech and body language. Unkind teasing and impolite behavior is unacceptable. Please do not ask to step outside to spit. 

9. Do not cheat. Students caught cheating will receive a zero and a phone call home. Both the student who shares his work for an independent assignment AND the person who copies it will suffer the same consequences. I expect you to do your own work and to be sure no one can copy it. 

10. Follow the teacher's directions immediately. Keep me happy and I'll do a better job for you!

11. 1. It's Easier to Get Easier 

12. Many teachers make the mistake of starting the school year with a poor discipline plan. Students quickly assess the situation in each class and realize what they will be allowed to get away with. Once you set a precedent of allowing a lot of disruptions, it can be very hard to start better classroom management and discipline techniques. However, it is never tough to get easier as the year goes on. While you don't have to follow the adage, "Never smile until Christmas," it does have its merits.

13. Sponsored Links

14. Human Resource ServicesNeed help, but can't afford FT HR? Call Complement HR now.www.ComplementHR.com
15. 2009 Teacher TricksNew teacher tricks for managing a classroom. Watch free videos today!www.Edutopia.org/TricksForTeachers
16. Aggressive Students?Manage Problem Student Behavior Before Disruption Turns to Crisis!www.CrisisPrevention.com/FreeEbook
17. 2. Fairness is Key

18. Students have a distinct sense of what is and what is not fair. You must act fairly for all students if you expect to be respected. If you do not treat all students equitably, you will be labelled as unfair students will not be keen to follow your rules. Make sure that if your best student does something wrong, they too get punished for it.

19. 3. Deal with Disruptions with as Little Interruption as Possible

20. When you have classroom disruptions, it is imperative that you deal with them immediately and with as little interruption of your class momentum as possible. If students are talking amongst themselves and you are having a classroom discussion, ask one of them a question to try to get them back on track. If you have to stop the flow of your lesson to deal with disruptions, then you are robbing students who want to learn of their precious in-class time. 

21. 4. Avoid Confrontations in Front of Students

22. Whenever there is a confrontation in class there is a winner and a loser. Obviously as the teacher, you need to keep order and discipline in your class. However, it is much better to deal with discipline issues privately than cause a student to 'lose face' in front of their friends. It is not a good idea to make an example out of a disciplinary issue. Even though other students might get the point, you might have lost any chance of actually teaching that student anything in your class. 

23. 5. Stop Disruptions with a Little Humor

24. Sometimes all it takes is for everyone to have a good laugh to get things back on track in a classroom. Many times, however, teachers confuse good humor with sarcasm. While humor can quickly diffuse a situation, sarcasm may harm your relationship with the students involved. Use your best judgment but realize that what some people think as funny others find to be offensive. 

25. 6. Keep High Expectations in Your Class

26. Expect that your students will behave, not that they will disrupt. Reinforce this with the way you speak to your students. When you begin the day, tell your students your expectations. For example, you might say, "During this whole group session, I expect you to raise your hands and be recognized before you start speaking. I also expect you to respect each other's opinions and listen to what each person has to say." 

27. 7. Overplan

28. Free time is something teachers should avoid. By allowing students time just to talk each day, you are setting a precedent about how you view academics and your subject. To avoid this, overplan. When you have too much to cover, you'll never run out of lessons and you will avoid free time. You can also fill up any left over time with mini-lessons.

29. 8. Be Consistent

30. One of the worst things you can do as a teacher is to not enforce your rules consistently. If one day you ignore misbehaviors and the next day you jump on someone for the smallest infraction, your students will quickly lose respect for you. Your students have the right to expect you to basically be the same everyday. Moodiness is not allowed. Once your lose your student's respect, you also lose their attention and their desire to please you.

31. 9. Make Rules Understandable

32. You need to be selective in your class rules (no one can follow 180 rules consistently). You also need to make them clear. Students should understand what is and what is not acceptable. Further, you should make sure that the consequences for breaking your rules are also clear and known beforehand. 

33. 10. Start Fresh Everyday

34. This tip does not mean that you discount all previous infractions, i.e. if they have three tardies then today means four. However, it does mean that you should start teaching your class each day with the expectation that students will behave. Don't assume that because Julie has disrupted your class everyday for a week, she will disrupt it today. By doing this, you will not be treating Julie any differently and thereby setting her up to disrupt again (like a self-fulfilling prophecy). Read a personal example of this with my best teaching experience.

