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Course Description (1 trimester - .5 credit)
This class will heighten the performance demands of rigorous ability and skill.  Performers will demonstrate their skills in three different forensic events.  Each participant will work exclusively alone by researching, editing, memorizing, blocking, and building a foundational work of art in either the realm of public address or an interpretive performance such as:  poetry, storytelling, etc.  The class will provide resources, workshops, insight, and feedback on effectively advancing the quality of these performances.  The class will culminate to a Final Performance conducted on the stage auditorium or within the acting studio.     
Course Objectives

This course is designed to provide students the necessary skills to effectively communicate ideas in an eloquent manner focusing on areas of poise, strong diction, body-control, and self-assurance.  Forensics is the art of competitive speech, and it prides itself by equipping students with the necessary skills that creates leaders!   
 
  Students will be able to…
1. Build understanding & effective use of interpersonal & intrapersonal communication skills 
2. Comprehend, compete, and rehearse public address and theatrical skills.

3. Research current events, cut literature, block and memorize scripts while creating outstanding performances in a competitive circuit.

4. Understand & follow the rules and guidelines of all 12 individual events sponsored by Michigan’s Interscholastic Forensic Association (MIFA) and the National Forensic League (NFL).

5. Perform interpretive scripts to show dynamic characters through the use of pantomiming, tableaux, blocking, vocal variance, and focal points.

6. Construct & write creative and argumentative speeches filled with Aristotle’s Logos, Ethos, and Pathos   
7. Present original speeches in a relaxed manner with dynamic vocals & appropriate body language.  
8. Enhance critical thinking and listening skills

9. Reflect on the abilities and the skills necessary to make strong competitive performance in speech & acting.  
10. Memorize, rehearse, and prepare speeches & scripts using body language, voice, emotion, and the appropriate eye contact. 

11. Commit and Perform 3 performances in class: 3 class performances and 1 Final.  
12. Revise & perfect a previous performance for a FINAL PERFORMANCE. 
Textbook and Other Materials:  

· Comfortable clothes to move and rehearse.  

· Interpretative Script and/or Speech Essay 

· Journal to capture all critiques of past and current performances.  

· A folder-like-brief case to hold all scripts, speeches, and research. You’ll NEED this!
Course Outline:  
Week 1:  Rules & Procedures of Events

Week  7: Rehearse & Prepare 
Week 2:  1st Round of Events


Week  8: 3rd Round of Events
Week 3:  Rehearse & Prepare


Week  9: Tournament Procedures
Week 4:  Performance



Week 10: Rehearse & Prepare 
Week 5:  2nd Round of Events 


Week 11: 3rd Round Performance 
Week 6:  Develop writing & delivery skills
Week 12: Final Performance
Exams: 
Final exam will be given in the form of a written & performance combination.  
Grading Criteria

The course grade is evaluated based off the student’s willingness, effort and commitment. He/She will be expected to display dynamic performances in the areas of vocal variances, presence, character creation, written expression, and participation in rehearsal & practice.  
Participation/Rehearsal Work

30%

Speech & Acting Performances:

40%

Test & Packet Work:



20%

Homework/Assignments


10%  
Classroom Expectations:  Follows Handbook
1. P.R.O.  Behavior  -- [PREPARED. RESPECT. OWNERSHIP.]

a. Prepared

i. Having required materials

ii. Be in class on time with all materials

iii. Having personal needs taken care of before bell.

b. Respect

i. Active listening

ii. Be open and courteous to others ideas/beliefs/questions

iii. Use positive language and gestures.  Tolerate differences.

c. Ownership

i. Take responsibility for own actions

ii. Show pride by keeping the classroom clean.  
2. Follow the Student’s Handbook guidelines.

3. All Students are expected to wear their IDs everyday in order to enter and participate in class. 

4. Arrive to class on time. Standing outside the door and rushing in after the bell has begun to ring will constitute a tardy. You must be INSIDE at a desk, ready to participate in journal, reading directions, or warm-up. 
5. Begin the ‘start up’ activity immediately after the tardy bell. Directions & objectives will be presented on the overhead or projector. Please do not wait for me to remind you to begin since I need to take roll and attend to other duties for the first few minutes of the period. 
6. Attend to personal needs before coming to class. Take care of all of all locker issues before class, remember, NO backpacks will be allowed in class. Plus, passes will NOT be issued the 1st ½ hour of class and last 15 minutes.  
7. No candy, gum, or other food in class unless you have been given special permission. School sponsored sales will be permitted during the last 5 minutes of class IF we are finished with the lesson and permission is granted. Be sure to ask first. 
8. Bring required materials every day unless you are otherwise directed.  Materials such as: debate handbooks, packets, pencils, homework, etc. 
9. Talk only when permitted. Listening will prevent a multitude of errors.  Quiet talking must guide group discussions and questions must be addressed with a raised hand, unless we conduct class discussions in a ‘popcorn’ fashion. I expect compliance and your full support in focusing on the tasks at hand. 
10. Due to the nature of the course using polite & supportive speech is extremely important:  No negative and/or offensive will be accepted. Let’s keep the language positive and display an extensive use of vocabulary to express ourselves. Unkind teasing and impolite behavior is unacceptable. 
11. Supportive Audience Etiquette must be displayed towards all speakers regardless if you agree with them or not.  This means we respect them by questioning their ideas or just listening, not make personal attacks.  
12. Do not cheat. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Stealing or using other people’s work as your own is NOT cool and weak-minded. You’re smarter than that. Both the student who shares his work for an independent assignment AND the person who copies it will suffer the same consequences. Brilliance does take effort.
13. Follow the teacher's directions immediately. During transitions I will raise my hand or do a clap in order to give further directions which will signify our need to: Freeze, Put eyes on teacher, and Listen! Keep me happy and I'll do a better job for you! 
14. Hide all electronic equipment such as cell-phones and Mp3 players. They will NOT be seen or heard unless you want your administrator to hold them for you.  
15. Listening is the secret component to successful development. Always strive to do and be your best.  
Disciplinary Action:

Not following the class expectations will result in a detention, and when it does not remedy the situation a referral will be issued.  Student is responsible for missed work. Daily repeated offenses will result in a mandatory parent/teacher conference.  Always, the discretion is left up to the teacher for the appropriate consequence depending on the severity of the offense made by the student.        

Make-up Policy:  

He/she is responsible for seeking out missed work after class, during ‘down time,’ after school, during lunch, or getting notes from a classmate. In order to ‘make-up’ a performance, an assignment, or test due to an absence the student needs to schedule with the teacher an appropriate time to finish or get the work. Due to the nature of performance art, Late Work will NOT be accepted.  NOTICE: ‘Make-ups’ or ‘Re-takes’ on past work, essays, or tests will NOT be accepted the last week of class.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

After reading, please acknowledge course expectations by signing and dating this syllabus.   Thank you.  Please email any questions or concerns.  

[Student Signature]





[Printed Name] 
[Parent or Guardian Signature]                                  [Email or Phone#]
Mr. Barrett

Teacher/Director of Theatre & Speech 
barrettcm@kalamazoo.k12.mi.us 

